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SIR, 


= He Pali |} ſoeateth 
al Fate! of tho/etbat go dowy 
; to the Sea in Ships, 
that they not only ſee 
n gy of the Lord, and his 
Wonders in the Deep, (Plalm 
107. 29, 24-,) but alſo that 
they meet with dangers. and 
difficulties in that Deep. 4s 
they ſee ſomthing that canſeth 
A 2 Wonder 
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The Epiſtle 


Wonder and admiration, fol 


alſo ſomething that cauſeth 
Fear and Conſternation. St 
Paul [peakes of his perils in 
theSea. And as '* was the ſay- 
ing of one, Qui neſcit orare, 
dilcat navigare, thereby in- 
timating that at Sea men ſhall 
meet with ſuch dangers and 
difficulties that will put them 
#pon crying every man to his 
God, as it did thoſe Mari- 
zers, Jon. 1..5. Dangers I 
know you ne»t with at Sea,and 
although you ave ſafely arri- 
' wed here, yet dangers and diffi- 


culties are to be expeFed. Tos| 


and all Chriſtians ( while on 


this fide Heaven ) are ſtil 
upon a Sea; ſo is this World 


aid to be ( Rev. 15.9.) 
| a 


aSea of Glaſs mingled with 
Fire. 

Sir, 1 preſent you with 
this ſmall Tra#, the Scope 
of which , is, To teach you 
and all Chriſtians, the Art 
of bearing troubles without 
much troubling of themſelves. 
It is only to fhew us (if we 
muſt fall into trouble ) how 
to make our fall the _ : 
viz. Forward, and not back- 
ward, into troubles foreſeen, 
and not into troubles that 
were not fore-thought. And 
ths is by putting caſes of 
difficulty toour ſelves, till 
God bring usto our deſt- 
red Haven, which is Hea- 


ven, 
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Wonder and admiration, ſof 


alſo ſomething that cauſeth 
Fear and Conſternation. St 
Paul ſpeakes of his perils in 
theSea. And as /* was the ſay- 
ing of one, Quineſcit orare, 
diſcat navigare, thereby in- 
timating that at Sea men ſhall 
meet with ſuch dangers and 
difficulties that will put them 
#pon crying every man to hiz 
God, as it did thoſe Mari- 
zers, Jon. 1. 5. Oangers I 
know you mne-t with at Sea,and 
although you ave ſafely arri- 
ved here, yet dangers and diff 


culties are to be expeFed. Tou| 


and all Chriſtians ( while on 
this fide Heaven ) are ſtil 


upon a Sea; ſo is this World 


aid to be ( Rev. 15.9.) 
| a 


aSea of Glaſs mingled with 


Fire. 

Sir, 1 preſent you with 
this ſmall Tra, the Scope 
of which , is, To teach you 
and all Chriſtians, the Art 
of bearing troubles without 
much troubling of themſelves. 
It is only to fhew us (if we 
muſt fall into trouble ) how 
to make our fall the _ L 
viz. Forward, and not back- 
ward, into troubles foreſeen, 
and not into troubles that 
were not fore-thought. And 
this is by putting caſes of 
difficulty toour ſelves, till 


God bring usto our deſt- 


red Haven, which is Hea- 


ven, 
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The Epiſtle 


Wonder and admiration, 0 


alſo ſomething that cauſeth 


Fear and Conſternation. St 
Paul ſpeakes of his perils in 
theSea. And as '* was the ſay- 
ing of one, Qui neſcit orare, 
diſcat navigare, thereby in- 
timating that at Sea men ſhall 
meet with ſuch dangers and 
difficulties that will put them 
#pon crying every man to his 
God, as it did thoſe Mari- 
mers, Jon. 1. 5, Dangers I 
know you ne-t with at Sea,and 


although you ave ſafely arri-| 


ved here,yet dangers and diffi- 


culties are to be expeFed. Tou| 


and all Chriſtians ( while on 


this fide Heaven ) are ſiil 
upon a Sea; ſo is this World 
(fad to be ( Rev. 15.9.) 
a 


'aSea of Glaſs mingled with 


Fire. 

Sir, 1 preſent you with 
this ſmall Tra, the Scope 
of which , is, To teach you 
and all Chriſtians, the Art 
of bearing troubles without 
wwch troubling of themſelves. 
It is only io ſhew us (if we 
muſt fall into trouble ) how 
to make our fall the _ . 
viz, Forward, and not back- 
ward, into troubles foreſeen, 
and not into troubles that 
were not fore-thought. And 
this is by putting caſes of 
difficulty toour ſelves, till 


God bring usto our deſt- 


red Haven, which is Heas 
ven. 


So wiſhing you all Happi- 
eſs Temporal, but eſpecially 
Spiritnal and Eternal, 


z 1 amt 


Your moſt affe@i. 


onate Brother, 


Ben. Baxter, 


To 


To the Reader. 
READER, 


He Reverend Author, 
| (and my ſpecial friend 

and lately my neigh- 
bour . Miniſter in that Coun- 
try where we are both caſt 
out ) here commendeth to 
thee a duty fo agreeable to 


thy Rational Nature , and 


thy chriſtian protethon,and fo 
much tending to thy ſafety, 
peace and comfort,that I may 
ſuppoſe it hath thine appro- 
bationzard therefore thou art 
the more to be blamed it it 
have not thy: practiſe. Fore- 
ſight by Realon.upon natural 
proof, is it that differcncetn 
a wiſe man from'a fool, it not 
a man from a brute: Foret;ght 
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by Faith upon ſupernatural. 
Revelation, is much of the 
difference between a Chriſti 
an and anInfidel.He that foxre- 
ſceth not the good that is at- 
taineable, will never ſeek it; 
and he that foreſeeth not the 
evil that may come, Will not 
prevent it 3 and he that fore- 
feeth not the evil that will 
come will not be prepared fg 
to entertain it, as may pre- 
ferve him from the malignity 
and tnrnit to his advantage, 
Moſt of our ſufferings are 
matter of great temptation 
to us, and callus to great du- 
ty 3 and both require ſerious, 
preparation. 

T here 1s ſcarce any I emp- 
tation that prevaileth notably 
againſt us, but upon review 
we 


h To the Reader. 
we may obſerve where our 
cautelous foreſight might 
have prevented it. And ſcarce 
a daty that we neglect, but we 
are forced upon review, to 
blame our neglect of previlſt- 
on and preparation. We ſel- 
dome do any great work a- 
right upon the ſudden ;z and 
ſeldome well eſcape an ene- 
my that ſurprizeth us unex- 
pectealy 3 or a ſnare that we 
did not foreſee or fear. But 
we muſt ;ce that we put caſes 
but as they are, and that we 
pretend not tov foreſce that 
which 1s n> the object of 
foreſight, o.1d that weunder- 
ſtand the right uſe of ſuch 
pre-viſion. There are ſome 
things that wil certainly come 
to paſs, but are not rceſ[ary 

Av to 


Wt! 


4 
'f 


* 8 


F: 


- 


;'| tobe foreſeen, becauſe they 


——_— 


To the Reader. 


concern us not, or call not for 
our duty. There are ſome 
things that will certainly 
come to paſs, and the fore- 
fght of them,zs abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation 5as the re- 
{urrection of the body, the 
day of Judgment, the ſalvati- 
vn of the ſanCtified, and the 
damnation of all that dye in 
anunſancified ſtate, Here are 
the great caſes to be put 3 Am 
I ready to dye? or to give up 
my Accounts ? What if this 
Bight my foul be required? 
Am Iaflured of my ſalvation, | 
or not ? And here are thenes|- 
cellary Reſolutions to be 
made, as.ever we will ſeethe 
Lord with comfort, viz, I am 


x{olved in the ſtrength of 
grace | - 


0' Ie REAGEF, 


ey | grace to be a new Creature, 
for and to redeem my time, and 
me | {pare..no care or pains or:cofſt 
nly for my. {alvation. For want of 
re. | putting theſe-certain necel[a- 
nes | Ty cales, .and taking uptheſe 
re. | neccflary refolutions,it 15th -t 
-he | ſo many thouſands periſh.But 
ti. | there are. alſo. ſpme things that 
he | ATE 70 ms. of yncertain faiuriti- 

in 0#,that arc vat pajeege or pro- 
are | #4ble as twour forcknowleds: 
Am | To conclyde hat fuch things 
up will come to pls, IS 6r707 and 
his | Pot duty;but tg conclude that 
d>| they may come to paſs, or that 
on, | they are [:kely fo to do,is our 
nee | . duty In caſe they be matters 
be | that call for our pre-viſion & 
the pararoon, A great deal of 
am | - miſcarriage is in the. World, 


- 
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by the falle ſtating of ſuch 


Caſes 2: 


To the Reader. 
caſes:ſome,that have not light 
enoughto be acquaintedwith 
their darkneſs, nor humility 
enough to ſave them from 0- 
vervaluing their underſtand- 
ings or conceits, are putting 
their uncertain Fxpofitions of 
tome obſcure Scripture Pro- 
pheſies (of Danze!, the Reve- 
Lation,&c,) among the Arti- 
cles of their faith; and thence 
taking up reſolutions for pra- 
ctiſe, and'taking the rule for 
the ordering oftheir other e- 
pinions and their lives;and fo 
they muſt fihd at laſt that they 
have erred in that expoſition, 
at the dear rate of finding al- 
fo that thence they have err'd 
in much of the greateſt actions 
--of their Converſaticaz. Some 
axe prcſuming groundlefly to 
CON- 
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To*the Reader. 
conclude, that the times will 
be good, or that they wilt be 
evil, that we ſhall have prof- 
p:rity,or we ſhall have perſe- 
cation,and how long theſe are 
like to conttmue, and what 
will come next 3 what party 
will ſtand,and what will riſe, 
and what will fall 3 and ac- 
cordingly they reſolve and 
practiſe in the worſhip of God 
and in much of their deport- 
ment unto men': When Faith 
ſhould tell them, "ahd late ex* 
pericace will tell them; if faith 
do not,that it were wifer fot 
tobe wiſe above what js writ= 
ten, nor to-feign our uncer- 
tain cohjequres to be cer- 
tainties,nor tobe too bulie a- 
bout Gods part ( what ſhall 
or ſha}l not cometo pals)when 
we 


"To the Reader. 
we ſhould be employed about 
our own part, £Veh our Cer- 
tain dyty, and. ſhould leave 
matters of future event more 
to God: and that things re- 
veale beton to us, & lecret 
things are reſerved unto him, 
Dext.29.29.And that the Law 
and T<{timony are indeed our 
Rules.. 

- Some: Qut of - melanchol: 
fearfulneſs. gr unhelcit,areal- 
payes perpiexing, prep elyes 
Fith,. ſappoſitions! of th ng 
that will never eto 

and ſaying,what1 This tho ſhoull 
befall ameg.and what if that 
Pale: Hrertaks me? -whatif 
this friend Should ſuffer ? or 
the _—_ friend be taken 
from me?what if I be cal into 


poverty,or. priſon ? ox called 
to 


o the Reader. 
to bear witneſs to the Cauſe 
of Chriſt ? or to ſuffer death 
for him 5 And they put ſach 
caſes only to difquiet and tor- 
ment themſelves,and gratifie 
their mil- giving and diſtruſt- 
full. hearts z and not quietly 
to reſolve & make their . pre- 
paration. . And.thus they fill 
their minds and lives ' with 
ſelf-created troubles, that are 
made of nothing but ſpun aut 
of their own depraved imagi- 
nations : And if they can, but 
ſay ſuch an-evil is polfable, or 
that ane of a thquſand'or ten 
thouſand hath: been ovyerta- 


ken by the like, they afflid 


themſelvs more about it than 
they ſhould do if it were pro- 
bable; and ifit be probable, 


they are more troubled about; 
iT 


PI is. 


To the Reader. 
it than they ſhould beit it were 
certain, And when expericncehath 
told them that moſt of their fear; 
are from vaine imagination, and 
few things that they feared come 
to pals,yet take they no warning, 
& be not aſhamed that they haye 
ſo long tormentedthemſelveswith 
dreames, but goe on as if they had 
neyer had experience of their own 
miſtakes. This is not the putting of 
caſes, that the Reyerend Author 
here inviteth You to. 

But there arc too many thaterr 
on the contrary, (more dangerous 
rfough leſs rroubling extreame ) 
that will not ſee the ſnare till they 
are taken in it,nor the trouble till 
itis upon them ; nor take the a- 


larme till che enemy 1s within the | 


Gatcs;nor buy oyl tor their lamps 
till the bridegroom: 15 at the door; 
and io mult be taken unprepared, 
and in vain cry, Lord, open to us , 
when the Dvor is ſpout : Or in ak 
| 0 
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0 the Reader. | 
of temporal affliftions, they are 
to ſeck for duc proviſions, whenits 


time ro #ſe chem. And thus when 
a prudent man foreſecth the evil and 


bideth him{elf.the ſimple paſſeth on ard 
 pumſhed, Prov. 22. 3. & 27. 12, 
Theſe are the men that are ſtart- 
led at difficulties when they oc- 
curre, and look ſo ſtrangely and 
timorouſly at the Croſs, becauſe 
indecd they neyer did cxpett it; 
but gave up their names.to Chrilt 
upon ſuppeſition that he would 
be better to them than his word : 
They could cndure to read or bear 


'of the Croſſe, but never believed that 


tkey ſhould have been put to take »t 


" mdeed,nor called to the tryal of 
parting with all, it they will have a 


| treaſure 1n Heaven : and therefore 
they goe away ſorrowful, when they 


nd they cannot ſerve God and 
eMammon, and (ccure the world, 
&then have heaven as a reſerve 
When they can keep the wry no 
on- 


ſhould rejoyce that they are partakmi| 


'teth thee with theſe nccdful 


7 REAAEY, 
longer, Luke 18. 22, 23. And! 
many of Gods ſervants were (0 little] 
{crious in their expectations of ſuf | 
ferings perſonal or common, a; 
that they think them ſtrange, 
ſome ſirarge thing happened to they, 
and look on them with a ſadder 
face.8 ſpeak of them with much 
fadder language, than beſcemeth 
belicycrs, that by Covenant re- 
nounced the World and fleſh, z 
expetting to ſuffer with Chriſt, thu 
they might reigne with kim : and 


| 
| 
[ 


of the ſufferings of Chriſt ;that whan bi 
Glery t revealed, they way be glad a 
fo with exceeding joy, 1 Pet. q. 12,14, 
Match. 5. 11, 12, Rom. 8.17, 18] 
Burt Il'e not anticipate the Dil: 
courſe which hcre fullicr acquaur 


trurhs, but commend it to thi 
Reading and Obedicnce, as ve 
uſelnll to man that ts born to troubl, 


and to Chriſtians that look thro 
10A!) 


Ang 104") tribulations to enter into the 
yrs Kingdome of Heaven, Aﬀts 14. 22, 
+Job 5. 6,8 14.1. The Lord bleſs 
\ axj/#10 thy ſpirituall confirmation 3 
2 "which is the end of his recon« 
» 'tmendation, who deſireth robe 


May I3, A helper of thy 
1661, Faith ard Toy. 
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3, Motives, which are Nine, 
1. Look upon your ſelves as Med, 
2, Look upon your ſelves as Chii- 
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3. Conſider the murabilicy 
Times and Conditions, 
4, It :s your wiſdome to doitin] © 
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ficulcies. 
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7, It will keep us humble 16 Pcoſpe 
riey.. = 

8, It will keep us from frecting ut 
crofle providences, | 

9. Not putting caſes of difficulty t 
our ſelves, will make us doudl bh 
miſerable, vo 


a Habak. 3. 17, 19. 
 . | Although the Fig-tree ſhall nat 
"mJ bloſſom, neither jball fruit 


be in the Fines : the labour 


dif] the fields ſhall yield no meat, 

the flock ſhall be cut off fron 

the fold, and there ſhall be 

"Pt no herd in the ſtalls : 

Tet Iwill rejoyce in the Lord : 
Iwill joy ins the God of my 

ry A ſalvation, 


9 it 


ws His Chapter is made up of 

be a pithy and powetful pray= 
yy er, compoſed by the Pro- 
het Habalkui for the uſe and com- 
rt of che Faichful in the time of 
Habſeic captivicy and affliftiop. It was 
it this end compoſed, that by cheic 


Þedirativg of Gods former mercies, | 
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— — 
by > SY 
_—— 


id 


_ 


| 2 

and that pewer he had ſhewed in de. 
live:ing them our of Egyot,they might 
be ircouraged to wait vpen God for 
deAverance out of Babylon, 
Verſ. 1, Ic is called aprayer of 
Habtakuk upon Stproneth, The old 
Travflation renders it forthe /grr- 
races, Expolitors difter about it, 
Firſt, Some take it to ſignikie the 
I2norances 2nd erto:s of the 
pecple of Iſrael, So he prayet! 
thar God would nor impure 
them; thathe would not re-| | 
member them in this day 

their captivity, 
Secondly, Ochers by Sigronoth uf 
derſtand a mulical, in{trumen,} 6 
So we find it in the Title d 7 
Pſal. 7. underſto6d by mdf 4+ 
Expclitors. And ſo this pray 


of being compoſed by way of | fr 
Song, this was the inſi;umen y, 

oh | on which it was ſung, is, 

af Concerning the Prayer you bay 3 

7 copliderable | 
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(3) 
1. Th: Pcetace, 
2. Ihe Prayer it (elf. 
3. The Conclulion, 
Fi:it, The Prefac2. That 18 ve ſz 
the firlt, 
Secondly, The Prayeric elf ; ſrem 
verſe 2,10 17, 
« 1 SPeriions. 
Wu 3 Motves, 
Thirdly , The Concluſion io the 
three la(t verſes. 
My Text (alls under the Conclulie 
cn ; (o the Prophet concludes with 
A Confident Perſwaſion. 
Comfortable Reſolution, 
Firſt, Wirth a confident perſwaſion 
of the Churches deliverance,verſ.16. 
That chough he trembled to thipk of 
the Judgement coming, yet he was 
confident the Church ſhould find reſt 


from trouble, when God ſhould in- 


vade Babylon with bis Troops ; That 
1s, they (hculd find reſt in the day of 


\ Babylon trouble, when Cyras ſhould 


ſurprize ir, And this was fulfilled 
B 2 when 


l _ 


I ne Dn Oe a 


when Cyr having taken Babylon 
made Proclamaticn that none thould 
be burt that ſpake the Hebrew or Sy- 
cian Language, as Zenophon relaces, 


comfortable Reſolution, verſ. 17,18, 
Although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, 
(i. e,) come what ill come, or what 
can come, (verſ, 18.) yet will I re- 
Joyce in the Lard, and joy in the God if 
my ſalvation, 

In the words you have two things 
obſervable : 

A Suproſitton, 
Reſclution, 

Fiſt, The Prophets Suppoſirion ; 
this is implyed, He had put che Que- 
ion to himſelf concerning the mule» 
ries that he and others fairhful ones 
might live to ſee, ſuch ſpoiling and 
deſolations that they might be ſtrip- 
ped of all,they may have no fruit, not 
Corn, bor cattel, neither flocks nor 
uy herds. 
af, © Secondly, You have the Pg 


4 & 4 


c - # 
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S2condly, You have the Prophets | 
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Reſolution : Ir is this. Although ic 

ſhould be ſo, that the fig- tree ſhould 

rot bloſſom, &c, Yer all this ſhould 

pot put out his Light of Joy aud 
| Comfort ; He would rejovyce in the 
Lo:d;, The Lord thould he to him 
ivſtead of Vines, 2nd Fig-trees, and 
Flocks, and Herds; be would re joyce 
In the Lord, &c, 


The Conclufinn is this : 

DR. Ir 2 neceſſary for Chriſtians 
fo put caſe; of difſicu/ty to rhem< 
ſelves, and has ing put thews, to 
lay downſctied and ſericus Reſes 
lations, 


In handling of this Point f (hall 
p:oceed by way of 
Explication, 
Confirmaticn, 
Application, 
Fi:ſt, For Explicaction, S-. 


rt, Whar 1s meant by (as 6! 
Difficulty, 
B 3 2 What 
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(6) 
2, Wh:t is meant by put: 1ng Caſes 
of aifiiculty to our ſerve, 

2» What js meint by laying down 

tetled reſoluticne, 

Fi:lt, What is meant by Crſes of 
&:fficulty. So in general this; all 
thoſe t:oudier, I. firs.crc fles, cangers 
perſecutions, and :fAiiing evils, to 
which all are ſubject ss men or Chtt- 
fiizne, with which cthers have been, 
2D1wrh which we may be(for ought 
we know) exerciſed, the ſuſfering 
of which is hard to fleſh and blocd. 

So Caſes of difficulty may be re- 
ſer:ed rwo Heads, 

I. Sch afCorcerne us as MED. 
2, Sch as Concerne us as Chile 
{{1an?, 

Firſt, Thoſe that cencerre vs as 
men, ana thoſe difficulties include 
ewo things, 

1. Evils Privative, 
2 Eviis Pohitve, 

Fir, Evils Privative, which Rand 
ic the lolls and p:ivaticn of thoſe 
cod 
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200d rhings that are neceſſary for cur 
uſe, and ſuteable to our natures, and 
beings ; as loſle of friends, lofle of 
husband,wife,children, eftate,(viz.) 
houſes, lands, livelyhood, loſle of li- 
berty, loſle of credit, and in a word 
lofle of every outward enjoyment 
that 1s comfortable, Theſe are piiyae 
tive evils, 

Secondly, Evils Poſitive, which 
ſind and confilt inthe tency and feel- 
ing of thoſe things which are trouble» 
ſome to our nacnres, and bitter to our 
ſwri:s ; a9 hunger, thirſt, nakedneſe, 


poverty, imp:tlonment, baniihmenr, 


ſhame and reproach,tizeic on7 natures 
account difhiculcies and hard and bit= 
ter thinge, 

Thus for the &fhiculcies that con- 
cerg us as men, i: being the faying , 
Job 5.7, That man u born to trou= 
bles, 

Secondly, there are difficulties 
that concern us as Chriitians, difhcul- 
ties which attend our Profeilion and 

: B4 Qur 
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_ (8) | 
cur graces, which make the exerciſing 
of them hard and difficule, So 1 (hall 
vane (even, 


Thore are the dificulttey, 
1, Faith, 
f 2. 9c. 
3. Joy. 
OfÞ 4. vincerity., 
{ c. Obedierce. 


6. Patience, 
7. Dependency. 


Firſt, Faith hath its difficultres, 
Luther ſpeaks of th:ce difficulties of 
Faich, 

1, Credere wmpſſibilia rationt, to 
b:lieve taings leemingly 1mpo 
fidle to reaſon, 

3. Sperare dilata, to hope for things 
that are deferred, and not yet 
ſecn. 

3. Amare Denm cum ſe pr bet mis 

micum ; to love God when he 


ſeems anenemy, x 
Thoſe 


6, 
5 of 


W 4) 
0.4 


nes 
yet 


111. 
3 he 


ole 


Tinoſe are the difficulties in relati- 
0h to faith thut make believing ha:d ; 
4s that eAbranam (hould have a Son, 
When he was ſo old and his Wife 
old alio. That Abrabam (hould kill 
his Son, and yer believe that God 
would make fits ſeed as the Stars of 
Heaven for number ; theſe are difty- 
culcies of faith, For a Chriſtian to be= 
| lieve that God loveth him when he 
affl ts him, when be frowns on him, 
my, ſeems co kill him ; this 18 a dith=» 
culry relating to faich.,For the Church 
(0 believe when God 1s pulling down 
tlat he intends to build up better, 
that when he is Overturnng, Over- 
turning, Overturning, Ezek. 21.27. 
that he intends ſettlement, That when 
be girds himſelf with weapons of 
War, that he intends to ſpeak peace 
to his people, Theſe are difficulties: 
relating to that of Faith. 


Secondly, Hope hath its difficulctes.. 


Tofit 13 darkneſe, and yer hops for 


OE 


5 hope. 
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lieht 4, to Lye. t:i2 grave, and yer: 


(10) 
hope ſor a ReutreFtion;to be in trow 
ble,and yer h-pe for a 900d day of re» 


pewing and reviving z 'thes e are fome 


of the d.fhculties of hope, To ſee the 
Chu:ch rrodden under toot, and yet 
to hope to ſee it glorious ; this 154 
difficulcy in reletion to a Chriſttang 
hc pe, 

Thirdly, Joy hath its difficulties, 
The Apottle Ja:th, Rejoyce alwayer, 
Phil, 4 4.And yerat fou ne cimesthere 
aie tome things that make 1c hard tor 
aCh 11tizn to rejoyce, To loſe f;1endy, 
to want ourrard comforts,to want [1- 
berty,ro ſuffer ban! :hmenr, i inpriſon- 
ment, {poyling of goods, yea, lolsof 
life ic ſelf, and yer rejoyce, this 18 
hatd, And theſe are ſome of the dif- 
ficulctes that atrend Chriltian joy, 

Fovrchly, Chriſtian fincericy hath 
its d:fcul:ics, There are thoſe chivgs 
rhat make it hard for a Chriſtian co 
keep a gocd conſcience, To live in 
evil times, and among a wicked Ge- 


DEjation, and ys x for a Chriſtian to 
hold 


Tl 
hold his integrity,to (uff:r for a'g00d* 
conſcience, and yer to keep a good 
conlcience ; this is hard. T ertullian 
ſpake of {ome times, when ſaith he, 
Ingerioſum eſt eſſe { briſtianum, it 18a 
witty thing to be a Chriltian, To be 
reproached, made a by-word, perſe- 
cuted, and [uftzr wharc the Devil can 
1ovent, or men execute ſor rigtiteouſ- 
ne(s ſake ; and yer to be rightecus 10 
our Generation,and to walk with God 
(as Noah did) notwithiianding all 
this ; this 15 hard, 

Fifchly, Chrittian Obedience bath 
its diſhculties, There are thoſe things 
that make obedience to the will and 
laws and commands of God difficult, 
eAbraham was commanded to leave 
his Country, and to go he knew nIt 
Whither ; be was commanded to ſa- 
Crifice his Son : theſe were difhculc 
ccmmands, Obedience to the com= 


mands of the Go'pel have their diffi- 


culties, For a man to deny himſelf, © 
forſaks wiſe and ghildreo, houſes and 


lands,. 
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thatmake i hard for a Chziſtian- ro 


Bis rob 

C12) 
finds for Chriſts ſake ; for « man to 
croſs his own deſires, crucifie his own 
tults, mortihie his own members ; ina 
word, for a man £o Cut off his right 
hand, and co pull our his cighe eye ; 
chis is hard, 

Sixchly, Chriſtian patience hath its 
difficulties, There are theſe things 
char ſometimes mike it hard for a 
Chriittan co exerciſe that grace, To 
be dealt with asJ-b was, (tript of all co 
8 ſhoe-latcher,to ſuffer in our bodiey, 
names,eltates,to ſuffer from men and 
ehat wrongfully,to have evil requited 
for g00d,and yet to be patient, (his 18 
hard, To be in Job's cale, Job 1. and 
yet to bleſs God : tobe in David's 
caſe, P/.39, and yet to lay our hands 

upon our mouths; to have the Lord 
deal wich us as he pleaſe, and yer to 
fay as Eli did, It i the Lord, let bins 
do what be wilb; this 1s hard. 

Seventhly, Chriſtian dependancy 
Yath ics difficulties, There are things 


cruſt 


oo 
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(13) 

truſt an] depend oa God, To ſee 
means failing, to ſee the fig-rree 
blaſted, the V ine wichour fruir, the 
fhelds without corn, the folds with- 
out flocks, the ttall without herds, 
and yet to depend on God for beipg 
f-d ; this 1s hard. 

Thus for the difficulties that cone 
ce:n us both as men and Chriſtians, 

Secondly, We are to ſhew what 1$ 
meant by a Chriſtians putting caſes of 


 EIf iculty ro himſelf. 


In general ; ir conſiſts 10 & Chri- 
fans ſerious conſideration of all dif- 
ficulries, to which all are lyable and 
ſudjz& as men or Cariſtians; and then 
propoſing them to himſelf as thoſe 
things that not only poſſibly bur pro- 
bably he may encounter with; and 
that what harh been the caſe of others 
23 men and Chriſtians,may be his, So 
t {tands intwo things, 

Fi-(t, Ina ſericus conſideration of 
thoſe evil: and Cifficulties to which as 
Mzo or Chriſtians we ate liable, The 


which: 


(14) 
which con{deration ariſeth from the- 


meditation of thele four things, 
3. The nature of all outward 


things, that they are all change- 


able and uncertain, 


Solomon 


ſaith, All iz wtanity; vanity 
implyes brevity, moctalicy,mu- 


cability, 


changeable, 


2, The condition of man, that is 
All the children 


cf menare children of change, 
not only 1n reſpect of their dif 
politton 1n relation to their in- 
rentions, purpoſes, reiolutions, 
but alſo 1D reſpe& of their out- 
ward condition, as it reſpeds 
health, wealth, ard all outward 
epJoyments, as we ſee 10 che 


caſe of Job, ec, 


3, The condition and ſtate of 


riches, Times may preſent difh- 
culcties to our conſideration; 
rimes of war preſent to out 
conlideration lofle of peace, 


life, livelihogd , liberty, &c. 


Times 
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(15) 
Times of perſecution preſent 
to our coplideration the like 
difficultizs, 
The difficulties that others have 
met with both as men & Chri= 
fitans, do prefent to our Confi- 
Ceration the difhiculcies that we 
may encounter with, Some have: 
bad their flocks cut c& from 
their falds, and the herds from 
thei; fall, &c, Some have ſeen 
the ſpoiling of their goods, and 
have ſuffered (tor the ſake of 
Ch:iR) all choſe miſeries, tor- 
tures and torments, of which 
read Heb, 11. 35, 36+ 37s 39s 
Which one calls a little Book 
of Martyrs, 


Secondly, putting caſes of difficul= 
ty to our ſeives ſtands in this, 1n & 
Ch. iſtians mzking it his caſe, by put- 
ting the queſtion to Eimſelf concern= 
ins thoſe cifhc.u!ties z may they not 


beſall me ? and what thall I do if 
they do bejzl me 2 Itisa mans ex- 


amupIng 


(16) © 
emipin? himſelf abour bis reſolutions 
concerning thoſe difficultics, when 
he hath propounded them to himſelf, 
The Queſiton is ; put caſe it (hceuld 
be my caſe to ſee what others have 
ſeen, and to ſuffer what others have 
ſuffered ? What if the fig-tree ſhould 
nor bloſſom, &c, Whar it the caſe of 
thoſe that have ſuff:red in their liber- 
ries, eftares,c.come to be my caſe? 
Nay, what it ir come to refilting to 
blood : whar iv theſe caſes (hall I dc? 
This isa Chriſtians propounding caſes 
of difficulty to himſelf, 
Thus for the ſecond thing, 

Thirdly, We are to ſhew what is 
meant by laying down ſetled.reſolu- 
tions, So we mean thoſe deliberate 
aniwers the ſoul makes co it ſelf upon 
00d gronnds, in relation to thoſe 
caſes of difficulty propounded, 

Conſider, In putting caſes of diffi» 
culty, there is a putting the queſtion 
*Þ rtoones elf; at the unjuſt Steward 
| - didco himſelf, Luk, 16,2,. fy Lord 
"| - IR EY” 
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CT? 
taketh away the Stewardſhip ; what 
ſhall / do ? He pur8#the queltion, and 
comes to conſider of the reſolution, 
which you find in the verſes follows 
102, 

So then, ferled reſolutions are thoſe 
anſwers the ſoul returns to thoſe que» 
ſons rhat it puts to It ſelf concern- 
ing difhculties, Thus in the text,the 
queſtion is, what f rhe Fig-tree ſhould 
rot b.ofſome Þ (tor ſucha queſtion is 


| 1mplyed, that the Prophet had pur to 


himſelf ) and the anſwer and reſolu- 
tied is this, / will rejoyce mn the Lord, 
&C, 

It is an anſwer returned upon good 
orounds ; the reſolution of Habat- 
kak was built upon a (trong foundati- 
ob, ( viz.) the power, love,and al- 
ſufficiency of God, when he ſaid, 
Yet will [ rejoyce in the Lord, &C, 

So then, when upon good grounds 
a Chriſtian takes up ſuch reſolutions 
15theſe ; that come what will come, 
yer I will hope,and believe,and _ 
| an 
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and hold faſt my Bp will be 
patient and rejoyce in the God of my 
ſalvation, This is laying down ſet- 
led reſolutions, 

Thus for the third thivg, 

Secondly,for the vindicaction of the 
Dcarine. 

Some may obje& that of the Apo- 
le, Phil, 4.6, In nothing be careful, 
The queſtion is, whether this Do» 
&t:ine of ſelf-poling about troubles 
and difficulties, do not crofle this 
precept ? 

It is anſwered, it doth not. By that 
Scripture, all care is not forbidden; 
not a care of diligence or providence, 
bur of diſtruſt and difidence, Tne 
Words are #9 wear: which gol 
fies ſuch diſtrafting and doubtfull 
care$2$ teare and torture the heart 
with carking thovghefulneſs and fret- 
full impatieecy. Now when we tell 
you of putting caſes of difficulty, we 
meane not that Chriſtians ſhould be 


Ciltruſtfully careful, bur (ſhould ſer- 
le 


9 

tle their ſpirits by caſting their care 

on God, as Habakks\ did in the text, 

Fet will [rejogce inthe Lord, &c, 

' Thirely, For Confirmation, 
Scripture, 
Reaſons, 

- Firſt, by Scripture ;ſo we ſhall 

fod it hath been the praRice of Saints 


, |toput caſes of difficulty ro themſelvs, 


Pla', 3.6, I will nit be afraid of ter 
thouſand, 8c, Where. 

1. The caſe is implyed ; What if 
ren thouſand ſhould beſer me 
round about ? 

2, The reſolution is expreſied ; 

. Twill not be afraid, 


Where 
1, The caſe is put: Whar if I 
walk through the valley of the 
ſhadow of death. 
2, There 15 his Reſolution layed 
down; (viz) [ will fear none 


ev:l, 
| You 


Pfal.23, 4. Though I walk threagh 
» [the valley of the ſhadow of death, &C. 


( 20) 

You may conſult thoſe places, P;al, 
27. 3+ Pſal, 46. 2, 3. 

I (hall add only one place more : 
Fob 13. 15. Though be ſlay me, yu 
will I truſt in him, Where you have | 

I. The caſe of difficulty pur, 

2. The reſolution layed down, yet || 

will I truſt in bim, 

Secondly, For the Reaſons, So the 
cheif is chis : our being prepared for [q; | 
ſufferinge, hardſhips, and difficulties}... 
lyech in chis putring of caſes of diff |j,:. 
Cculty to our ſelves, You know our 
Saviour was much 1n propounding 
them to his Diſciples ; he cold chem |: 
they muſt be hated of all men for bi 
name ſake ; that they muſt bi brought 
before Kings and Rulers, And all tris 
was by way of prepating them for the 
ſufferings they were to meer with. . 

So conſider what advantages a chris 
Rian hath by purttirg caſes of Cifhicul- 
ty to himſelf,in order to a preparation 
for difficulties, 


qual 
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(21) 
1. It makes a Chriſtian ac- 

quainted with his owa ſtrength, 
*and what ability he hath to cn- 
* \ounter with the (aid difficulcics. 
1A Porter, before he carricth a 
ocat burthen doth ufe to poiſc 
t; ſo this putting caſcs of diffi- 
culty to our ſelves, is but pon- 
kring and weighing the affli- 
ions that we may ſuffer , be- 
Fore we come to beare them; 
* [tis examining our ſclves whar 
T le can ſay to ſuch a Croſſe, and 
> fluch a miſery, if it befall us : Ic 
" Is like the Queſtion thac Chriſt 
fur to Zebedeer children > Mark 
. 1g. 22. Are you able to drink. of 
8 he Cup that 1 muſt drink of, and to 
e ebaptiſed with the baptiſm that I am 
1 be baptiſed with ? and they ſaid, 


( 


2, It makes us acquainted with 
uhculcies bcfore they come ; 
;$6d acquaintance with- difficuls =— 

ties | 
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( 22) 
ties and evils makes them caſi;|by 
cr. Unacquain'ance with them] 3. 
cauſerh teare, herrour and aqua 
maz:ment 3 whereas on thgtcll: 
contrary , acquaintance with  5fe 
vils cauſeth comage and bold|play 
nefle. Tacitas ſairh of one, that trict 
he was ambignarum rerum ſcvl 2 ( 
ens, 1derqie wtrepidur, He wa D'a 
acquainted with difficulries, au| in {« 
therefore feared them not. Thy ned 
firſt fight of a Licn renders hin wit! 
terrible ; but afrer trequen Was 
views of him he is leſs fcarc| that 
It is unacquaintance with evilſ deat 
that makes them ſo dread 3. 
ro us : So that putting caſes q furn 
difficulty to our ſelves 1s th} With 
only way to make the cyvil ththen 
leſs terrible , when it lookes i culti 
in the face. Jeb callech Deat] put 
the King of Terrours, Job 18. 14 thing 
And the Philoſopher Caith, thy help 
of terrible things, it is the mjot a 


terrible - And yet the Apoliſthe « 


. hy Do 
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2 
j-| by his dying daily, 1 Cor. 15. 
3, became ſo familiarly acs 
| quainted with death , that he 
q1clls us, Als 20, 24, That his 
& bfe was not dear to him : he could 
{play on the hole of the Cocka- 
x trice, And withail rells us, 
v2 Cor. 11, 23. That he was 11 
f Draths efren, 1, e. he had been 
4 in ſo many dangers that threat- 
x ned death , and preſcnred him 
1 with the face of death, that he 
[was ſo well acquainted with ir 
{| that he was aboye the fear of 
iq death, 
3. By this Chriſtians come to 
{ furniſh themſelves aforchand 
4 with thoſe things that may help 
them to encounter With difh- 
| culties when they come. Ir will 
1 pur them upon having thoſe: 
| things in readineſs that wilt 
q help to ſuccour them in a day 
of affliction. He that conſiders 
the crazineſs of his own booYy 
4. tv W! 
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( 24 ) 
will alwayes have thoſe things 
11 rcadinefe that may relieve 
him when fainting Firs come. 
Purting caſcs of dithculty to our 
{clycs will put us upon Provi- 
ding thoſe things that are uſe- 
ful when ditfhiculuecs come. 
What is the reaſen that many [| 
in ſuffering times have ſuffer- 
ing Graecs ro (cck , but only 
this, that they did not pur caſes of 
dithculty to themſcives ? It 
1s reported of Doftor Butler, 
who was a Phyſician famous for 
the curing of Conſumprions ; 
yet he himſelf dyed of a Con- 
{umption ; and being asked by 
a friend, how it came to palle, 
that he who was {» cminent for 
curing of 'conſumptions, yet he 
ſhould dyc of that diſcaſe and 
not cure himſelt ; he replyed, 
T never feared t, How many 
Travellers meet with ſtorme 
which wet. them tothe Skin, by 
6 | reaſon 


(25) 
reaſon of cheir not forecaſting 
what weather they might meer 
with; had chey done ir they 
had been provided for them. 
How many men have been rob- 
bed of their monies and goods 
by riding unarmed ? Putting 
caſes of difficulty to our ſelves 
will put us upan getting confli- 
Qing Graces for conflicting 
rimes : it will make us do as 
Foſeph did, lay up for the years 
of famine. 


Fourthly, By this we come to bee 


acquainted with thoſe wayes 
and means by which others 
have encouncred with and con- 
quered difhculties. This put» 
ring of caſes of difhculcy co our 
ſelves, will put us upon an in- 
quiry how others did bear their 
ſufferings, and how they en- 
countred with thoſe difficulties 
they mer with in their, way to 
heaven. What were the:r ſup- 

ports 
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(26) 
ports and comforts? what was 
their behaviour in the day of 
cheir afflition , and how they 
overcame? Irwill put us up» 
on inquiring how Fob and others 
bare their affli&ions when their 
flocks were cut off from the 
fold , and their herds from the 
{tall : How the Martyrs 1n the 
primitive and latter times bare 
rheirs, Ic is a great encourage- 
menc cous when we are to pals 
over deep waters; to conſider 
chey are ſuch deeps that others 
have paſſed through ; which 
renders them fordable and paſ- 
ſable, The Roman General 
when he was to fight his ene- 
mies,thus encouraged his Soul- 


diers; Cum its vobis pugnandum |. 


eft qu's priori bello terra mariqut 
viciſis; You are to fight with 
thoſe that both by Sea and Land 
you have overcome, So it Is4 
oreat encouragement when we 

conſidet 
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conſider, that there are no difh - 
culcies that wee can meet with , 
but other Satnts have encoun- 
cred with and conquered. 


Fifthly, This is che way to gage 


difficulties, and rake a true 
meaſure of them. We are ma- 
ny times much miſtaken about 
difficulcies, and the reaſon is , 


i becauſe our apprehenfions are 


not ratified concerning them : 
We pull-not off their vizzards , 
andthac makes chem ſeem cer- 
rible; Serious conſideration of 


a difficulcy puts us upon meaſyu- 
_ring chelength, and fackoming 


che depth of it, Thusthe Apo- 


\ fHe Pax! did when hee made 


chat reply to thoſe that diflwa- 


: ded him from going to Jeraſa- 


\;. Jew, As 21.13. What mean 


Jee to meep and break mine heart 2 
T am ready not only to bee bound , 
byt alſo to dye for the name of 
Chriſt : q.d, Lhave conſide- 

C2 red 
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Sixthly» This is the way for Chri- 


( 28) 
red of theſe chings, and am 
far from fearing bonds , that 
fear not death, 


ſians co prevent a ſurprizez this 
will keep a Chriſtian upon his 
watch and guard; that - evils 
ſhall nor ſeize' on him at una- 
Wares, and before he expeRed 
chem : Ic will help him'ro fall 
forward, when others fall back- | 
ward into troubles.Such a Chri- 
Rian falls inco troubles fore- 
ſeen, when another” comes in 
in the day of affligion with hi 
non j:crum, I never though 
of theſe evils, Iris an expreſ 
fion of Feb, Job 3.25. Th 
thing that I feared ts come up! 
ce, It ſeems chat good mani 
the dayes of his proſpetit 
thought of crouble and advetrl 
ty. So the Chriſtian that pu 

caſes of difficulty ' ro himſelf 

may ſay: When an —_— 
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fallech him, This is no more bur 
what I fore-chought and expes 
Qed. It was the ſaying of a Hea- 
then when he heard of che death 
of his Son; Scio me genuiſſe mor- 
talem, 1 knew I begar him mor- 
tal. It is ſweet when trouble 
cometh , for a Chriſtian to bee 
able roſay,This is no more than. 
I looked for. 


Seventhly, Iris che way to inure 


our ſelves to bear ſufferings. 
That is born eafily tharc a man 
is uſed and inured to, The ſay- 
ing is, arti arma non ſunt ono- 
74, Weapons are no burthen to 
Mars. As they ſay of 1ilo,hee 
could carry a Bull,and the rea- 
ſon was, his carrying of him 
when hee was a calf, There is 
an expreſſion, Lam. 3.27. It i 
oo0d for a mn tobear the yoah in 
hi youth; i. e. to innre himſelf 
ro bear affliions. 
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| By way of Application, 


# 1, By way of Information ; So it | 
8 informs us of four ſorts that are re- 


: roveable, 
Firlt . There are ſome that put no 
i who pur the evil -day-far from 

| chem. And the Prophet 1ſaiab 


caſesof difficulty rothemſelves, 
; celleth us of ſome who make 


thoughts of troubles, dangers, 
difticulcies, The Prophet Am 
relleth of ſuch, e Amos 6. 3, 


bj Some there are that have no 
Kh 

b Covenant with death, This 
the caſe of moſt finners , that 
they will not remember the 
dayes of darkneſs, danger, and 
miſery, that are coming upon 
chem, T hat finners ſhould put 
caſes of difficulty and danger to 
themſelves, God is pleaſed 
himſelf to propcund caſes 0 


them 10 his Word , which wee 
1;nde 


31 
finde frequent (viz. ) 1/a.10.2. 
What will yee do in the day of 
vifitatiin, &&c? Jerem.F. 31. 
What will yee do in the end there- 
f ? Beſide many other places, 
to convince linners of the folly 
of their fancied ſecuricy , when 

2athand hell, and mlſery and 
deſolation are art their backs, 
Ic was the ſaying of Kin2 James 
when hee heard one Preach a 
powerful Sermon before him z 
{His mar. rre:che:h as if death 
were ot my back. But thus it 1s 
with man”,when their Minifters 
Preach to them of wrath and 
jud2ement at their backs and 
h2e1s,tney never take notice of 
it> How many are there thar 
never put the queſtion to them- 
ſelves conce:;ning the day of 
deſol1tion, what they ſhall do 
when it cometh; concerning 
the day of death, how they (hall 
be licted for it; concerning the 
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day of Judgement, whether they 
can Rand in the Judgement, 
They never pur that queſtion 
that 1s put f»b 31. I4. When 
God riſet? up, what ſhall 1 46? 
and when hee viſiteth, what ſhall 
I anſwer? But ſay as Babylon did, 
1 ſit 45 a Queen, and ſhall never 
be in adverſity. 


Secondly, There are ſome who re- 


ſolve, bur it 18 withour putting 
caſes of difficuliy ro themſelves, 
Theſe are like the fooliſh buil- 
der,thar reſolveth to build, bur 
confiderecth noc before-hand 
what ic will colt him. We read 
AMnth. 13. 20. of thoſethn 
received the Word with joy, 
but when perſecution did ariſe 
they were offended, There are 
many chart reſolved co bee reli- 
etous, till they found the difh- 
culcies thar did attend Religi- 
on. $0 their goodneſs was but 
aS a Morning cloud, Ho. 5.4- | 


It 


? 
[ris with ſome as :It is with a 
man fitcing by che fire in aftor- 
my winter day, that reſolves to 
take a jonrney , but when hee 
cometh forth and ſeeth what 
weather it 1s, altererh his reſo- 
lution. Thus did Peter, who re- 
ſolved ro dye before hee would 
deny Chrift, Wee read of ons 
that came to Chrict, and told 
him, Maſter, 1 will follow thee 
»hitherſvever they goeſt , Marth, 
8.20. But when Chriſt anſwer- 
edhim, The Foxes have ko/es,and 
the Birds of the air, neſts, bur the 
Son ef Man hath nc where to lay 
bis head : Although we hear his 
reſolution, we hear no more of 
him after this anſwer given by 
our Saviour. 


Thirdly, There are ſome char pur 


caſes of diſhculty to chemſelves 
but lay down no ſettled reſolu- 
tion, Theſe are of rw ſorts. 
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I, There are ſome that pur caſes 


of difficulty ro themſelves, and 
yet remain unreſolved, Tell 
them of ſufferings approaching, 
they ſay with che unjuſt Stews 
ard, What ſhall I do ? they are 
perſons of no reſolution ; they 
cannot rell if ſuch and ſuch 
times ſhould come, ſuch and 
ſuch caſes ſhould happen, what 
chey ſhould do, Not only ask 
chem, what if the fig tree do 
not bloſlome, as it is in the rexr, 
c. But whar If ir come to fire 
and faggor, and relifting to 
blood, mentioned Hebrews 12. 
they are nor reſolved what to 
do. 

There are ſome that pur caſes 
of difficulty tothemſelves , bur 
thereupon grow more unreſcle 
ved. As the Kinſman,X«:h.4.6. 
was willing ro have redeemed 
Elimelechs Land, till hee heard 
the condition , Which was the 
matry- 


p 


ww 


marrying of Ruth. Thus it is 
wich men that cry there is a Li- 
on without, Prov. 22.13. And 
chart that makes others reſolute - 
makes them fearful ; their re- 
ſolution is co ſleepin a whole 
Skin) and they will never burn 
for their Religion. 


Fourchly, There are ſome that put 


caſes of difficulry to themſelves, 
and lay down reſolutions, but 
fall back and apoſtatize from 
chem. Thelr reſolutions are nor 
ſerious and ſetled; they are 
like the children of Ephraim , 
of whom the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks , 
Pſal, 78. 9. That being armed, 
and carrying Boxs , turned their 
backs in. the day of battle. Thus 
did Peter, who reſolved hee 
would dye before hee would 
deny his Maſtery an yer forall 
that did deny him : he did pur 
caſes of difficulty ro himſelf 1n 


relation to his owning of Chrilt 
in 


+=MS:_4, 
in his troubles, as you may ſee, 
Luk. 22. 33.1 will gownith thee 
both into pri ſon and to death ; yea 
he (aid, though all deny thee , yet 
will 1 never deny thee ; yet his 
reſolution failed, Some reſo» 
lutions are buile upon ſandy 
foundations:;and it 1s with them 
as with that houſe of which our 
Saviour ſpeaks, Matthew 7. 27, 
That the waters roſe, and the 
windes blew , and beat apon that 
houſe , and it fell. Remember, 
Self is a (andy foundation for a- 
ny man to build reſolutions on 3 
Self-confident men are the firſt 
that recoil and turn rhetr 
backs ; and ir 1s juſt with God 
to leave ſuch ro themſelves that 
confide only in themſelves, and 
not in God. There are ſome 
that are oyer-confident , and 
ſome thar are too. timerous ; 
both are to be blamed : and as 
for the latter z Luther (a man of 
extra= 
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extraordinary courage and ſpi- 
ric)did chide Melantthon and 0- 
ther friends of his for it, Bur for 
my part, I had rather be of the 
pumber of timerous Chriſtians, 
than of thoſe that are over-con- 
fident. The timerous Chriftian, 
doubting of his own firengrh, 
and being convinced of his own 
inability to undergo ſufferings 
when they come , looks our of 
hizaſelf, and faſtens upon a rock 
thar 1s higher than he ; when 
the over-confident Chriſtian 
builds and bottoms himſelf up- 
on his own ſtrength. You know 
the ſtory of Mr, Saunders and 
Dr. Pendleton. Pendleton was 
the confident many, Sawnders 
was the timerous man ; but the 
rimerous man ſuffered at the 
ſtake, when the confident man 
returned this anſwer, that He 
equld not burn. 


2, Uſe 
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2- Uſeis by way of Exhortation , 
and it is to put us upon the duty of 
pucting caſes of difficulty to our ſelves 


Here we (hall do three things, 

Tt. Shew whence 1t 15 men do it 
not s 

2. Directions conceming lt, 

g. Arguments and Morives to move 
usStolt, 

1+ Conſider why ſome do it not. 
So among other caules of it take theſe 

Firſt, The unpleaſantneſs and bit- 
rernefs of ſuch rhoughrs ; rhey think 
it 1s cormenting them before their 
time. Every man naturally defirerh 
to fancy to himſelf eaſe and quierneſls 
when the evil day of wrath and judg- 
ment is near, And when they are told 
that ſuch a day is drawing near , how 
ready are they to pur it far from them, 
42s thoſe in 4m;5did , Amos 5. 3. As 
Peter ſaid ro Chrift, Be it far from thee 
Lord, thus evil ſhall nit bee unto thee , 
when Chriſt foretold his ſufferings. 
How 
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How many are there that love not 
thoſe Sermons by which they are cal- 
ledupon to the ex2rciſe of this duty , 
and are ready to ſay of Miniſters that 
preach ſuch Do&rine, as Ahab did of 
Micaiah, hee ſpeaketh no good to mee ; 
Andas he ſaid to Elijah, Haſt thou 
found me, O mine enemy. And when | 
the diſcourſes of difhculty are ſo un. 
pleaſing tomen, much more mult rhe 
thoughts of them bee ro them : what 
we love not to hear of, we lefle love 
tothink of, 

Secondly,A kind of unchangeables 
neſs chat ſome groundleſly fancy con- 
cerning their preſent condition, They 
thiocktheir mountain is ſo ſtrong that 
Ir cannot be removed: they think not 
that times may change , that winds 
may turn; and thatthat wind that 
now firs upon their backs to blow 
them forward, may quickly turn and 
blow in their faces to drive them 
backwards. Thus ſaid Babylon in her 
proſperity,/ {it 454 Queen,and ſha/never 

bee 
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be in adverſity, Yea thus ſaid D.wid 
in his proſperity , P/al. 30. 6. That 
be ſhould not be moved. The truth is, 
men look not upon outward things 
with right confiderations,of their bre- 
vity, mortality, mutabiliry. Moſt ſay 
25 choſe in /ſa. 56. 12. To morrow ſhall 
be as this day. Moſt men look only 
upon the outward wheel of Provie 
dence, but conſider nor the wheel 
within the wheel, as the expreſſion is 
Exeh. 1. And there was a wheel with- 
inthe xheel. When men are 1n a pro- 
ſperous condition, they grow confi- 
dent, that cheir mountain is ſo ſtrong 
they ſhall nor be moved ; bur this is 
by reaſon of their looking upon the 
outward wheel , but think not of the 
wheel within rhe wheel, how that 
may move, The outward wheel of 
providence, as to Haman , moved to 
his honor and advancement ; bur the 
inward wheel moved to his ruine and 
deftrution, As on the contrary, in 
che caſe of Joſeph, the outward wheel 
of 
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of providence ſeemed to moye to his 
ruine and deſtruction , when the in- 
ward wheel moved co his honour and 
advancement, So then, this is one 
cauſe why many put no caſes of difh- 
culty to themſelves;they only look on 
the ourward wheel , but think net of 
the wheel within the wheel. 

Thirdly, carnal confidence. Some 
think, come what will come, we have 
ſomething to truſt ro» As the Pro- 
phet Amos telleth thoſe, Amos 6. I. 
That they did truſt in the Mountain of 
Samiria; and then ſee vetſ. 3. They 
put the evil day far from them. When 
others make God their refuge and 
Rock, andfſirong Tower of defence ; 
theſe make their barns,and cheir bags, 
and their friends, and (in a word ) 
the Creature, the rock of their conft- 
dence ; and upon this account think 


themſelves ſo ſafe charchey need not 


fear. . Solo129n ſaith of the rich man, 
Prov, 10.15, That his wealth is his 
firong City. Thus ſome look upon 

friends 
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friends as their rock; ſome upon 
riches as their rockz ſom? upon their 
preſent worldly enjoyments as their 
rock, And this is the reaſon why ſuch 
put no caſes of difficulty to theme 
ſelves. 

2. Conſider the DireMons con- 
cerning putting jcaſes of difhiculry to 


our ſelves; andſo to pur them that 


wee may with the Prophet HZ :b.i%:4k, 
lay down ſetled reſolutions. 

The DireRions are of two ſorts, 

I, Some more general, 

2, Some more particular. 

The general Dire&ions are thee, 

Firſt, In putting caſes of difticulty 
O our ſelves, we mult be ſure to pur 
tem right; we muſt neither pur them 
above nor below what they are. Some 
look upon difficulties chrough mulct- 
plying-glaſles, & magnifying-glaſles, 
which repreſent difficulties to them z 
more and greater indeed than they 
are. Awiſe man diſcourſeth them , 
and gageth them, he fathomes gra 
21; 
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and makes rhem neicher greater nor 
leſs chan they are. Some there are 
that pur vizzards upon their difficul- 
ties, and make them look worſe rhan 
they are, and ſeeing them ſo diſguiſed 
fly from chem. We read of one, who 
when he came in armed, and with his 
Head-piece on, his own child fled 
from him as being afraid , though he 
was his Father 3 bur the Armour be» 
ins put off he ran to him and owned 
him, Ir 1s che wiſdome of Chriſtians 
to pull the vizzards off rwo things, 
x, Sin, to ſee the nelineſs of it, 
2, Sufferings, chat chere 15 no ſuch 
terribleneſsin them as ſome imagine. 
And as Chriſtians are not ro pic 
cales of difficulty to chemſelves above 
What they are, ſo they are not to pur 
them below whar they are ; if ſo,there 
Will either follow non-reſolution , or 
very weak and {light reſolutions ; the 
end of which wiil be bur a ſurptizal, 
How many have periſhed for want of 
giving an Alarum to tnemſelves con- 
cerning 
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cerning evils approaching, VVe read 

of a City that had enemies, and divers 
times ſome came in and col 1] them the 
enemy was approaching; they finding 
cheſe alarms falſe, at laſt proclaimed 
chat none upon pain of death ſhould 
come with ſuch cidings : ar laſt che 
enemy came indeed and cook the Ci- 
ty, and this was ſaid of it , Silentiun 
perdidit, filence hath deftroy'd it; Thus 
It 1s with many who do nor alatm 
their own ſouls concerning approach- 
ing diffculties; it may be ſaid, filence 
bath deſtroyed them, 

Second general dire&tion. He that 
will put caſes of dificulry to himſelf, 
and lay down ſerle reſolutions, muſt 
tind his arguments to be avove his 
difficulties. This is the great cauſe 
why Chrictians Ragger and waver in 
ſuffering cimes, becauſe they findchetr 
troubles and difficulcies to be above 
their arguments, We read of Eliſha's 
ſervant, when he ſaw the great hoſt of 
rhe Syrjans 3 2 Kings 6. 15, He cried 
Gur, 
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outs Maſter , what ſhall we do? His 
troubles were above his arguments, 
and by reaſon of that he was at his 
wits end: but his Maſter Eli/ha's argu- 
ments were above his troubles , who 
anſwered, there are more with #5 than 
againſt us. He ſaw more power in 
God ro help, than in the enemies to 
hure. Thus Chriſtians muſt ſee their 
conſolations to be above their tribula- 
tions , and their incouragements to 
ſurmount all diſcouragements, They 
muſt be ſure to furniſh themſelves 
with arguments drawn from the con- 
fideration of the truth, and goodneſs, 
_ and all-ſufficiency, &c. of 
God. 


2. The particular dire&ions. 

'Furft, Be nor over-haſty in your re- 
ſolutions, Ler there be a thorow and 
ſerious confideration of difficulties be- 
fore'you come to reſolution. Take the 


counſel of our Saviour, Luke 14. 28; ' 


concerning building ind going to war, 
there ſhould be a fitting down firſt, 
£0 
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to conſider whether one is able to 
build ſuch a houſe, and to manage ſuch 
2 War, This was Peters overſight, he 
was too haſty in his reſolution. Do 
as Porters doy ponder and weigh your 

burthen before you carry it. 
gecondly , Be ſelf-denying. Pre- 
ſume nor upon your own (irength, 
This was Peters failing, Go not 
forth in your own might , for 1n the 
might of the Lord thall every one 
be Rrong. 1 Sam. 2. 9. by ſtrength 
ſhall no man prevail. And in God Da- 
vid found his ftrength,when he cellerth 
you how it was with him in the day of 
crouble 5 Pſal. 73.26. My heart and 
my fleſh fail me , but God ts the ſtrength 

of my heart. 
Thirdly, Ger ſafe grounds for your 
reſolutions to be builrupon;Þunild noc 
upon a ſandy foundation. Remember 
2 good cauſe and a good conſcience 
will make a man reſolute, Let me tell 
you, it is an intereſt in God , and an 
intereſt in Chriſt, chat will make us 
reſolute 


4 

reſolute in the mic of the greateſt 
difficulties ; as you may ſee, P/al, 
46. 1. Pſal. 23.1. &c. 

Fourthly , Eye and obſerve others 
in their reſolutions. Look back upon 
thoſe thar have gone before you, and 
ſee what Reps they walked in. Take 
our Saviour himſelf for an example, 
who telleth us, Fohn 9. 4. The night 
rometh when no man can works an 
therefore took up this reſolurion, that 
he would work while it was day, Put the 
ſame caſes to your ſelves as the Saints 
have done, and lay down ſuch reſolus 
tions, It was the ſaying of Chryſoftome 
when Exdoxia the Empreſs threat- 
ned him; What will ſhe do tome ? 
Will ſhe ſaw me aſunder ? I will re- 
member //:i12 : Will ſhe caſt me in» 
toa fiery Furnace? I will remember 
the three Children : Will ſhe cut off 
my head ? I will remember Joh» the 
Baprift : Will ſhe None me ? Iwill 


remember ir #'as the caſe of S, Ste- 


they : Will the baniſh me? I will 
remember 


; (4s) 
remember it was the caſe of S, John, 
who was baniſhed into the Ifle of 
TFatmos. 

5. Strive to fand out anſwers to 
thoſe doubts and objeRions that will 
be molt like to hinder reſolution, The 
Marcyrs mer with many in the day of 
their ſufferings ( viz. )} Is not life 
ſweet ? will you deſtroy your ſelf : 
will you undo Wife and Children? 
will you obftruk your own honour 
and preferment in rhis world? Thus 
Chriſtians ſhonld make theſe and 
che like objetions, This 1s to fir 
down and conlider what it will coſt 


us to encounter With difficulties when |; 


they come, and will put us upon lay- 
ing down ſetled reſolutions againſt 
chey come. 

Sixthly, To make you reſolute when 
difficulties come, compare and weigh 
your diſadvantages wich your advan- 
cages. When the day cometh when 
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there is a day of ſufferipg come upon toll 


you for bearivg teſtimony to the on bois 
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ſpel of Chriſt, you thould conſider as 
what will be the loſs, ſo what will bee 
the gain, Thus the Apotile Pax did ; 
roſtrengthen his reſolution he weigh- 
ed both, 2 Cor. 4. 17. Hee pur his 
afiiionsin one ſcale,and ſaith , they 
were light; hee pur glory 1n the other 
ſcalezand found itexceeding weighty; 
&ſoconcludesthat his afflitions here 
were not to bee compared with glory 
hereafter. T he ſame Apofile doth the 
ſame, Rim.8. 18. For I reckon , that 
the ſufferings « this preſent time, are 
not northy to bee compared with the glory 
that ſhall be revealed in ts, The word 
In the Originat is AoyiZopot , I come 
pate. The Apoſtle had caſt upthe ac- 
count of the loſs and gain that might 
come by ſi ffering for the ſake . of 
Chriſt; and hee puts this at the foot 
of che account , which is mentioned 
verſe18, Jt is g00d for Chriſtians 
when they have forecaſt difficulties, 
tolook and ſee what is beyond them. 
[tis the expreſſion of the Pſalmift, 
D Pſa. 


50) 
Pſaim. 65. 12. 1hon lr.ughieft us 
through firs and water, byt thou haſt 
lroughs w forth into a wealthy place. |to 
When you look upon fire and water [lof 
before you, upon the putting of caſes [im 
of difhiculty to your ſelves;by the eye | 
of faich you may ſee a glorious and 
wealthy place beyond that. When (af 
you ſee a Mountain of difficulries in ſing 
your way, remember there is a plea- ſhin: 
ſanc and delightful Valley beyond it, [Ch 
There are two things chriſtians ſhould ſpre; 
conſider of. "rel 
Firſt, What is on the other (idehing 
the evil of ſinning, and that is]fos 
Hell. Pret 
Secondly \What is on the other ſide T7 
the evil of ſuffering', and rhatkloſ, 

1s Glory. ther 

And therefore the Saints of Godthre; 
have choſen the evil of (uffering 'dehe c« 
fore the evil of finning, We read othip, 
thePrince of Condy,who being brouglkhre 4 
Priſoner to the Lowvre in Pars thre s 
night that theMaſlacre was jaFrey 
undy 


FI 
ubder the reign of Charles the ninth , 
hee had theſe chree propoſals made 
[ro him; either rogo to Maſle , or to 


- [loſe his Head , or to ſuffer perpetual 
; | impriſonment : To the firſt hee an» 
> \(wered, ir was an evil of fin,and hee 
{ [yould not chuſe that; for the two 
n [laſt, whey were bur evils of ſuffer 
n ling, and as for them hee did ſubmic 
- himſelf to his Majeſties pleaſures 
{ [Chriſtians ſhould remember chat th& 
dſereateRt evils of ſuffering are to bee 
referred before che leaſt evil of fin- 
lefning. It was che ſaying of Chryſq- 
18]fo-772 when hee heard how the Ems 
_ preſs threacned him, Nil nif pecedtums 
deftimgeo, I feat nothing bur fin, I ſhall 
natkloſe this with the anſwer thar a: Fa- 
— Þerrecurned co an Emperour , who 
20Mreatned him wich impriſonment, if 
bene conformed nor to his way of wor - 
I olfhip»T# Carceremille Gehennam, Thou 
Sireacneſt me wich a Priſon, bur, God 
Wikhreacoeth me with Hell, 
Es D 24 - See 
aUy : 


(52) 
. Seventhly, When you have layed 
con ſerled reſolutions,nouriſh them 
by prayer, Remember in whom your 
ſtrength lieth (viz. ) in God, Da- 
vid relleth us, P/a/m 73. when his 
heart and his fleſh failed him, God 
was the (trengrh of his heart. Be much 
In holding communion with him in| 
whom your firength lieth 5 Thatas: 
David ſaith, Pſal. 121. 1. 1 will lift 
&p mine eyes t6 the Hills from whence 
cometh my help. Some think David 1n 
the ſudden looked ro the Creature, 
( viz. ) the Mountains by which Je- 
r4{4lerrwas made fixong; Burhe pre 
ſently recalleth himſelf, -and ſaith, 
verſe 2. Cty Lelp cometh from the 
Lord. Chriiſtians,you may reſolve up- 
en your putting caſes of difficulty to 
your ſelves, but remember, that you 
enablements-to perform-thefe reſo- 
luctons lye inGod, without whom you 
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can do nothing, Solcxen ſaith, Prov, Chi 
21,31. The Horſe s prepared for thel on! 


dey of battle, Lat ſalvation ts of the 
Lord, 


ans 


($3) 
LWd. So Chriſtians may make prepa- 


ratton for ſufferings by way of reſolu « 
tion, bur they are to remember that 
ſtrength to, perform them is from 
God, How many are there that have 
gone forth in their own ſtrength, that 
have fallen before che remoter, and 


Irturned alhamed, Chrittins, it is 
17004 Far when either you put ca- 


es of difficulty ro your ſelves , or fee 
afhiculties approaching, to drawy near 
to God, and to ſer the Lord alwues 
defare you. David as a Type of Chriſt, 
ind che Apoſtle Peter in 15 Sermon , 
Atts 2. 25. ſaith, hee ſpake it con- 


cerning Chrit, / hive /er the Lord al- 


be Inaies before me + This 1s not to be un» 
p-|derftood as if Chritt did ſer rae Lord 


co 
0 

0» 
(6. 
1s 
the 
the 
4, 


alwates before him to keep or over= 
we his heart from fin (hee was inft= 
nitely above that) our 1t wasto ſup« 
port his neart in ſuffering. But £5 
Chriftians ic is uſeful boch wales, nor 
only rok2ep us from {1n, but to help 
and ſupport us under ſufferings. It 18 
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| (54) | 
good than to hold conflant commu- 


nzon with that God in whom all our 
ſtrength lyerh. 
Thus for the DireRions, 


3. The Motives to move us to the | 


auty of putting caſes of difficulty to 
Our ſelves. 


Firſt Motive, You ſhould all doit | 


if you bur look upon your ſelves as 


Gn in Fob, Job 5. 7, CIMan ts born t1 


2roalle. Tt was the ſaying of a Hea- | 


then, [192 amin, and therefore ſhall 
think nothing ſtrange to mee that 'mayle- 
falamin. Man 1s born to all ſorts 
of miſeries, to hnnger,thirft, naked- 
neſs, poverty, ſickneſs, and all ſorts 
of diſeaſes. The conſideration of this 
ſhould move all to forecaſt thoſe evils 


to which as men, they are all ſubjeR, 


Secondly , Look upon your ſelves 
asChriſtians, and as ſuch you muſt ex- 
peR co encounter with many dfhcul- 
ries, Iris indeed a mercy when God 
15 pleaſed ro turn thoſe troubles to 
which 


men. Itold you before the expreſſi- | ©? 


e 
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ferings for his name ſake, and for 
righreouſne(s ſake. Remember, the 

Plalm | celleth us, T hat many are the 
b- rfflietions of the righteous, And the A- 
poſtle telleth us,that through mary tris 
bnu!atinins we ms; lt + enter into the kingdom: 


ef He wen. 

Third Motive is drawn from the 

' | conſiderati on of the mutabilicy 
Times, 

| Of 4 Conditions. 

| Firſt, Of crimes, they have their 

changes. All daies are nor Halcyon 

daies; all ages are not golden. 

2. For condirions,they are change » 
able. How many are there, who with 
David,ſaid 1n their proſperity, Their 
Mountain w2s ſtrong, and could not 
bee moved ? And as 54by/vn in the 
heighth of her Pomp, ſaid, ſir 45 4 
Owen z and [hall never les removed, 
Bar Chriſtians,know all worldly con- 
ditions are murable, T here 13 an ex». 
preſſion of Sole; n, Eccl. 7.1 4: That 

D 4 God 


which we are ſubject as men,into ſuf-- 
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God hath ſer proſperity and adverſity 
one over againlt che o;her, Thus God 
1s pleaſed to ſer the Monintains and 
Valleys rogerher, that when a man 1s 
ſer upon tae top of a Mountain of 
Honour and w2:lth, and a'l char che 
World can beftoy upoa lim, yer then 
tz hath a proipect of 2 Va ley before 
him, into wilch ae | K19 Wet not how 
{og 2n hee m3y d2ſcerd fron his high 
Mountain. Iris bas” for Chriſtians 
todo as fibdid, who inch day of | 
his proſperity thought of adver rfity; | 
and ceileta us waen his afflictions fell | 
upon himy thar the thing hee ferred was | 
cove nt) him. Hittory doth (ufficient- 
ly furniſh us with inftances to maks 
god rhis truth. I could tell you of an 
Emperc ours General (Ttiz.) Bellij1- 
ri, who was reduced to ſuch pover | 
ty, that hee begged of Paſlengets for 
an hilf-penny. And of a Duke of Ex- 
eter, who martied Ed:r.rd the fourths 
Siſter, who followed the Duke of 

« Bravſ;ric;sCoach,bare-foot and bare- 
lego'd 
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legg'd in the low Countries, begging, 


45 Philip d de ( 6nines tells us, who Was 
an eye Witnz!s. Bur theſe are known 
Scories, Worn thread-bare by fre- 
quent calat in Wharc need wee 07 
farther tor 2 tbr in this caſe than 
what our preſent times afford, We 
have ſeen ſervants on horſeback walk- 
ing on foot again ; m2n underlayed 
with Honour Power, Wealch; men 
that (to0d upon 2 Mountainſo ftrong 
in their own eyes, and of others too , 
that it ew '4 vn:2movable: yet now 
where are they ? How many that not 
Long hes were upon Mountains = 
Honour and worldly Proſperity , 

now come down into the Valleys of 
poverty and adverli:y, We have ſeen 
ſome trembling, wao once made the 
Nations to tremble;and ſome under 
hatches who once Cate ar the Helm, 
Some have ſeen choſe landing at tne 
Bar, who once fate upon the Bench; 
and thoſe lying atrhe mercy of others, 
who once ſeem'd to have us all etcheic- 
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mercy : fome have ſeen thoſe ſenten- | 


ced ro dye, who once had the power 
of life and death in their own hands , 
and did exerciſe it, not only over the 
lives of inferiour perſons,but ofKings 
and Nobles: All chis and much more 
have wee ſeen in theſe our dayes , 
which ſufficiently ſpeaks the mutabi- 
licy and changeableneſſe of outward 
conditions. Seneca ſpeaks thus of a 


Cicy conſum'd by fire, na dies inter- | 


eft imter maximam Civitatem (7 nul- 
lam, there was but the ſpace of one 
day between the greateſt City and no 
City. So how lictle a ſpace hach there 
been, between ſome mens being ho- 
nourable and conremptible , being 
high and being low; being great and 
being mean; being rich and being 
poor; being on the throne and ficting 
on the dunghill; in a word, between 
their ſhining eloriouſly, and their be» 
- Ing hidden in obſcurity, 

Fourthly , Ir is your wiſdome to 
pur caſes of difficulty co your ſelves. 
Our 


i... 


Our Saviour intimarech ſo much tous 
L;,14.2 8.where hee ſpeaketh of th2 
wiſe builder , fitting down and fore 
caſting what 1t Would coft htm, &c. 
Thoſe that pur to Sea, prepare for a 
ſorm, bee the Sea at preſent never {0 
calm, It 1s good for Ciriflians to 
pur that queſtion to them:elves chat 
the Lord puts to ſinners, [ſaith 10.2. 
What will yee do in the diy of viſutatir 
on ? Your wiſdome in putting ca'es 
of difficulty ro your ſelves,w;Il appar 
in two thin2s, which 1t will pur you 
upon. 

1. Pcevencion of them, 

2. Pcovition f'2: them, 


Firſt, Prevencion of rien, If chere 


be any Way to prevent evils that are 
coming4it is by forecalting and giving 
eroubles che meeting. We know.that 
that falls from on high , hurts leaſt 
when the hand meers it, and by that 
2ans the force of the firoakis pre= 
vented, Thus putting caſes of dith- 
culcy to olir.ſelves, preventerh 2 
Euce 
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hure the difficulty may do us by our 
Catching at it before ic falls with its 
full weightupon us. So forecalting of 
difficulcies puts us upon the uſe of 
thoſe ways & means by which troubles 
and judgements have been averted : 
When /Vineveh heard of approaching 
judgments, King and People fell to 
humble cthemſelves,and by that means 
prevented it: Iris truelt Was upon 2 
denunciation of Judgement by a Pro- 
' pher; bur Chrittians ſhould be Pro- 
phetsto themſelves in the caſe of dif- 
ficulties,and ſhould ſay to themſelves 
as God doth to Iſrael, eAms)s 4. 13. 
Prepare to meer thy Ged, O Iſracl. So 
Putting caſes of difhculty to our ſelves 
will put us upon the way of preparing 
to meet God in the way of his Judge- 
ments, which is the way to prevent 
them: However this will make chris 
Rians provide hiding places , as Solo- 
101 ſaith of the prudent man, that hee 
foreſeeth the evil , and hideth himſel/. 
This will make Chriſtians ger into 
the'r 
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3 
their Chambers, and ſhut their doors 
adour them, as the expreflion is, 7/4. 
26. 20, 

Secondly, Provifionforthem. This 
advantage you have, though you fall 
Into troubles, yet you fall nur under 
them, Evils foreſeen hurt leatt; thoſe 
fail hzavieſt that were never feared. 
Ic 1s reported of the Cockatrice, that 
If it ſee a man before the.man ſee ir, 
the man dieth ; bur if the man ſee ic 
firſt , che Cockatrice dieth; for the 
eruth of this I refer you to the judges 
mentof Dr. Br5xne : bur the moral 
holdeth true concerning difhculties 
and troubles : If they come upon ug 
before we fore-ſee them , they undoe 
us ; if weſeethem firlt, we are provi- 
ded for them, Every trouble and dif- 
ficulty that was nor before thought of, 
findeth us unprovided, and ſo hath the 
advantage of us, Preparedneſs for an 
evil makes us valiant to encounter it: 
Ficneſs to die makes us not to fear 
death;whereas unfitneſs and unprepa- 
redneſs 


(62 
redneſs doth. There as an Officer 
under General ere, who had foughr 
many Duels, and waz looked upon as 
eminently valianc,who ac the ſiege of 
2 Town, in the Walls whereof 2 
breach was made, being commanded 
to enter the breach with 2 party ale 
fiened him, refuſed ; the General c:l- 
ling him by his name, asked himywhe- 
ther he were now eurned coward? his 
anſwer was, He that enters that Lreach 
muit die, and I 142 10t fit todie, Now 
purting caſes of difticulry ro our felves 
will put us upon making prepara; ton 
for the evil and diff; iculcy before it 
come, and ſo keep us from reco:ling 
and giving back when it comes. 
There is an \exprefion in Jr. 1.4. 19, 
We locked tor petce ind vealnng , wind le- 
ko.d trouble. If they had looked for 
erouble , it may be hey had found 
more peace and healing, 

Fifch Motive. Putting caſes of dif- 
ficulry to your ſelves, doth nor ar all 
halten the difficulty, but only fit you 


for 
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for it when 1t cometh. There are ſome 
men that think chey muſt preſencly 
die if they once make their will , 
whereas doing that, doth but make 
more fit ro die, not more ſubjeR ro 
die. Thetruth is, we are never fit to 
| live, until we are fit ro die ; and the 
| Way toenjoy the comfort of a good 
| day, 1s to forecaſt evil days, and to 
reſolve what todo when they come. 
Sixthly, Ic will help perſeverance, 
The reaſon why many great preten- 
| ders to Religion have apoſtarized in 
the day of trouble and perſecution 
{ WaS 2701 Pt ar 7, I never thought of 
this, Our Saviour celleth us, 1at.13. 
of ſome that received the Goſpel, bat 
when trogble and perſecution __ they 
Were (ffended. It 1s not probable (1 
had almoſt ſaid impoſſible) that a 
Chriſtian ſhould be a perſevering 
Chriſtian, who did not with the wiſe 
builder , Luke 14.28. fir down and 
conſider what it would coſt him. The 
eruth is, 1c is with ſome that profeſs 
Religton 
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Religion, as ic was with Pavid when 
he pur on $44's Armour to go avainft 
Gliah, of which we read 1 9:24. 17, 
39. that he "pb but be cou; d not £3 
in it, fir be had nit proved it, So will 
ic be with all choſe thar itnbrace the 
profeſſion of the Goſpel, and conficer 
not the d fhculties that attend raar 
profeilion ; they will de like che chil» 
dren of Ep'-4im, of whom I told you 
before, and of whom the Pralmilt 
ſpeaketh, 2/al. bs 9. Wnoleing or 
ed ; and c 1rr)ing Boxes , tiracd their 
backs in the diy of battel. Chrititans, 
it is g0od to fore-cait th2 tryals that 
your graces may net With.eſpecially 
thoſe wo of faith and pat! ence, We 
read , Xevel. 13. 10, Here 75 the pati- 

; ence and _ 0 tne Saints. Inefte are 
the evo hands dy Which you are to lay 
hold on eternal life, Wtaich is the A- 
poltle; counſel, 1 7is. 5.12, Lay 
hald on eternal lite. Itis ihe arom en- 
deavour of "RA co weaken both theſe 
hands,thac Chriſtians may ler go rheir 

huld, Fiſt, 
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| troubles,affliftions, and perſecutions. 
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Firſt, That of Faith, by errors, he* 
rehies, and falſe DoKrine. 
Secondly, Thar of patience, by 


and ſtreygthen both theſe hands with . ! 
which erernallifeis to be layed hold | 
of, and of which the Apofile ſpeak- 


Chriſtians, chat you may hold faft | 
T 

| 

eth, Heb. 5. 12. Ws by faith and pa- | 


| thence inherited the premiſes z It is good 


| for you to fore-calt thoſe difficulties *# 
that attend the exerciſing of both + | 
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ſhould never be moved. Ir 1s g00d for 


theſe graces. | 
Seventhly , Putring caſes of diffi« 
culry ro our ſelves, will keep us hum- 
ble in proſperity 3 It will make us car-= © 
ry a low ſail when our ourward con- 
dition ſeemeth beſt, and molt proſpe*- 
rous ; 1t will keep us from ſaying as 
Babylon did inthe day of her proſpe® | 
rity . T /it As 4 O ween , end ſhall never ' 
bein adver/ity. And from concluding 
as David aid, that in hes proſperity he 


Chriſtians to keep themſelves humble 
when 
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when their worldly condition is high- 
eſt. And there 1s nothing that will 
more furcher it, then ſerious medira- 
Lion of che mutability of the beſt of 
worldly conditions, We read of Job, 
that though he ſaid, Job 29. 18. He 
ſhogld die in his neſt, yet he telleth you 
withal , Job 3.25. The thing that 1 


feared 15 come upon me + Which ſhew- | 


eth, that when he was inthe height of | 


his proſperity chis kept him humble ; | 


as you may ſee how he ſpeaketh of his 
humilicy in che day of his proſperity) 
Fob20. 13. &c. 1 ſpeak but briefly 
ro this, having before ſpoke of the 
mutability of worldly conditions, So- 
lomon tells us, Prov. 31. 30, Favour 
zs deceitful. An Embaſlador highly 
favoured by his Prince, had this ſen- 
tence engraven on his V Vatch, which 
he read every day, Favour may turn 
into disfavonr, and orice into diſgrace. 
Eighth Motive. Ic will keep us from 
fretting at croſs providences ; it will 
help us co ſuppreſs thoſe fumes of 


paſſion 
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paſſion which will be ready to ariſe 


and diſtemperus in a day of trouble © | 


and afflition; it will help us to poſ- 
ſeſs our ſouls in patience, and to pre- 
vent thoſe indecencies of paſſion that 


_ Inatimeof afflittion may ſhame our 


Chriſtian profeilion, He that puts ca* 
ſes of difficulty to himſelf, 1s one thar 


proclaims a liberty to the Lord , to 


do with him what he will , and to 
deal with him as he pleaſeth, with a 
reſolution, that what pleaſeth God, 
fall pleaſe him ; it will make him 
ſay with holy Bradford , Lord, T ill 
box, and thou ſhalt bet ; It will bring 
a Chriſtian to ſuch a ful reſignation of 
himſelf to God, and to ſuch a ful ſub- 
miſſion of his will co Gods will , that 
nothing that fals out ſhal offend him, 
becauſe ic being Gods will, ir 1s his, 
his will being melted into Gods will, 
You have heard of L»ther's bold Pe- 
eition, Fiat voluntas mea, Let my will 
be done; but then preſently adds thar 
which takes off all miſ-incerpretation, 


mea” 
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m4 9414 tua, mins becauſe 1t is thine, 
Ic is ſaid of godly men,P/a. 119.165. 
That nohing ſhall iff:nd them. Tnere 
1s nothing that offends a godly man 
buc what he [22th done againſt God, 

and wnerewich God is offended ; bur 
nothing doth offznd him in relation to 

Gods dzaling wich him : Let the di- 
ſpenſarion be never (© ſad , he can bid 
it welcome; welcome loſs of friends; 
welcom2 loſs of goods ; Welcome 
loſs of liberty; welcome death it ſelf. 
And upon this account he doth ic,that 
wha:ſoever comesis of Gods ſending, 
and 1s what he expected, and there- 
fore bids all welcome ; This ( ſaith 
he )God ſends,and tais 1s that I looks 
ed for, therefore welcom, and bleſled 
be che Name of the Lord. That that 
makes men fret, and vex: and troublz 
chemſelves waen trouble fails on 
them, ischis, that Þy theſe croſs pro- 
vidences their expectations are crolt, 
Tais they looked not for, this 1s that 
they dreamed not of ; they lookel 

tor 
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for 200d, but behold evil; they looked 


for peace, but behold rrouble ; they 
looked for light, but behold darkneſs. 
Let me tell you Chriſtians, this 15 one 
oreat thing that will help ro quier 
your ſpirits in a day of evil , that no- 
thing hath befallen you but what you 
foreſaw and expeRed. You read what 
anſwer Eliſha returned to the ſons of 
the Prophets at Bethe! and Jericho, 
2 Kings 2. 3, 5. who ſaid , Kzoxeſt 
thou that the Lord mill take away thy 
Haſter frim thy head to day ? His ans 
{wer was, Yea, I knox it, hold you your 
peace. So it ſhould be with Chrifttang 
when times of trouble come , they 
thould be ready to give this anſwer, 
when they are asked , did you know 
of this trouble and difficulty? did you 
know of theſe afflitions and perſecu- 
tlons? yea we knew all chis, and are 
ar peace within our ſelves ; 'therefore 
hold you your peace, VVe read of 
Latimer's three Petitions : That God 
would bring the Lady E/jzaberh ro the 
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Crown, That God would once more 
reſtore che Goſpel co this Engliſh 
Nation : And that.God would give 
him to ſeal the Goſpel with his blood. 
He was heardin all cheſe; and the laſt 
ſpeaks what he did expeR, that it | 
would come to reſiſting to blood, and 
that he ſhould be called to ſeal the 
Goſpel wich his blood. Let me cell 
you, as Chriſtians in a night of trou- 
ble eſpy day at a lictle hole by the eye 
of faich : ſo in a day and a ſeeming 
.noon=tide of peace and proſperity, 
they foreſee a ſtormy night of trou- 
ble approaching, when it may be the 
cloud arifing is but like E/i/h4's , no 

bigger than a mans hand, 
Ninthly, Not putting caſesof dil- 
ficulty ro our (elves, will make us 
doubly miſerable, when rhe difficulty 
and afflition cometh, This 1s a dou» 
ble miſery , to fall into trouble , and 
cofall into trouble unthought of » and 
for which we are nor at all provided. 
Itis ſad at any time for a map to = 
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with a torm, bnr for a man to meet 
with a torm when he 1s naked, and 
alrogerher unprovided for a ſtorm, 
ehis makes it ſad indeed. Remember 
Cariſtians, you are not to pray abſo» 
lutely againſt affligions, bur yon may 
lawfully pray abſolutely againſt being 
ſurprized by them , ſo as to be made 
doubly miſerable. Ler this be your 
prayer , that If ever God bring you! 
Into darkneſs, he would be a light a- 
bour you ; if everhe pur you into the 
Furnace, he would ſtand by while you 


. melt, Chriſtians, pray that you may 


never be led into any temptation, out 
of which God will not again bring 
you; and that God would bring you 


1nto no aMi&ion) under which he will 
not ſupport you, 
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